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45° THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XVI. 

the ' Living God, ' the Absolute Unit-Universal, which is at once summum 
genus and summum individuum, the I of I's or Person of Persons. . . . 
Expressed in terms of human thinking, the Absolute Syllogism of the 
World as the Living God may be thus set down : 
(I) . . . We are in I am. 
(II) ... I am in we are. 
(Ill) . . . Therefore I am in I am." 
We do not question the earnestness and sincerity which have produced 
these two volumes, but we do question whether the Absolute Unit-Universal 
will save his philosophical children from their sins through the message of 
the Syllogistic Philosophy. 



Princeton University. 



R. B. C. Johnson. 



Giordano Bruno, Opere italiane. I. Dialoghi metafisici. Nuovamente 
ristampati, con note da Giovanni Gentile. Bari, Laterza & Figli, 
1907. — pp. xxii, 420. 

This, the first volume of Bruno's Italian works, contains the dialogues 
"La cena de le ceneri," " De la causa principio e uno," and " De 
l'infinito universo e mondi " ; while the second volume, under the heading 
" Dialoghi morali," will include the " Spaccio della bestia trionfale," the 
"Cabala del cavallo regasco," and " Degli eroici fuori," all of which 
were published by Bruno in London between the years 1583 and 1585. In 
the volume before us is contained all that is essential to a knowledge of 
Bruno's theoretical philosophy, although the Latin poems issued by him 
some years later at Frankfort and dealing with the same subject show 
some slight changes to have taken place in his thought and feeling. 
The present edition differs from the excellent one of de Lagarde mainly in 
the modernization of the spelling and the correction of the punctuation 
which de Lagarde had literally reproduced from the first edition, which in 
other respects Signor Gentile has also faithfully followed. He has also 
added notes which are illuminating and instructive. Bruno's philosophy 
hitherto, among non-Italian students at all events, has hardly received the 
close and sympathetic attention which its intrinsic value and its historic 
importance have merited. It is to be hoped that this new and admirable 
edition will attract many readers to the work of the most original and 
vitally interesting thinker of the later Italian Renaissance. 

E. Ritchie. 

Physiologie et psychologie de I attention. Par Jean Paul Nayrac. Ouvrage 
recompense par l'Academie des Sciences Morales et Politique. Prix 
Saintour, 1905. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1906. — pp. xi, 223. 

Since psychology assumed its present scientific character, attention, 
because of its pedagogical as well as psychological importance, has been 
much studied in the several ways approved in the investigation of all 
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mental phenomena. As a consequence, there has accumulated a wide, 
assortment of physiological, psychological, and pathological facts which 
await correlation and unification in some theory that recognizes and shows 
the complex, psycho-physical character of this erstwhile 'faculty.' This 
Nayrac has endeavored to give in his discussion of the subject. He has 
gleaned widely and judiciously, and his theory, being founded upon the 
biological principle of adaptation, is both comprehensive and suggestive. 

There are three main divisions of his discussion, treating respectively of 
the Physiology of Attention, the Psychology of Attention, and the Pathology 
of Attention, and a concluding chapter entitled " Reeducation et educa- 
tion de 1' attention." 

In the first chapter he has collected an interesting array of facts all going 
to prove the intimate relation between this form of mental activity and 
concomitant changes in the entire physical organism. Attention is 
'mental adaptation,' but it implies and demands the cooperation of the 
whole body. It is the highest function of the nervous system, and is of 
central not of peripheral origin. 

The chapter on the psychology of attention seems disproportionately 
abbreviated, though the author could justify his treatment on the ground 
that more study is now being given to the physiology and pathology than 
to the normal psychology of this subject. The most significant part of 
this chapter is his discussion of the relation of attention to effort and to 
volition. These are three stages in the biological process of mental adap- 
tation : attention is a state of mind, a mental attitude, while effort is the 
process toward that state ; he agrees with Professor James in making voli- 
tion and attention two forms of the same kind of mental activity, but 
prefers to say that volition is rather the logical outcome of attention. 
This synthesis gives a wide horizon to his subject and serves as the basis 
for his remarks on the effect of attention upon clearness of thought, asso- 
ciation, memory, and freedom. 

Under the pathological aspect of his subject, he shows the importance of 
attention by establishing the fact that there is, as it were, a hierarchy of 
mental powers, and that the higher forms of mental activity are the first to 
be affected in all forms of mental disorders. The loss of power for sus- 
tained, deliberate attention is, therefore, one of the first marks of mental 
degeneration. 

The chapter entitled "Reeducation et education de 1' attention " in the 
first section treats of the therapeutics of pathological cases by such methods 
as isolation, physical exercise, and suggestion ; the remainder of the chap- 
ter is given to some pertinent pedagogical conclusions following from the 
whole foregoing discussion. 

While the treatment of some of the points is not so full as could be de- 
sired, as a whole the book is an excellent summary of the data now at 
hand bearing upon the subject, and will prove suggestive to the student, 
and informing and helpful to all. Halbert Hains Britan. 

Bates College. 



